


CHRISTIANBARRETT

  LANDSCAPE  ARCHITECTURE, INC.


1.27.25


Kari Svanstrom

Town of Yountville 

Planning and Development Department


Re: Response to Neighboring Oak Trees @ 2 Tallent Lane 

Parcel #036-0410-032 / Planning File: LUP 24-11


Dear Kari,


Thank you for your response letter and the opportunity to address the 
neighboring oak tree situation.


Currently, we have two differing opinions from certified arborists regarding the 
21.5” White Oak located at the Northwest property line. The City of Yountville’s 
arborist advocates for preserving the tree’s health, while our arborist has 
expressed concerns about its condition, citing heavy internal canopy pruning by 
the utility company, severe sun stress, and potential liability concerns. Since the 
tree is on neighboring property, our ability to take direct action is limited.


We propose finding a middle ground to allow the tree to be preserved, without 
limiting the reasonable development of the property.


We proposed the following measures to protect the tree during construction:

	 • Minimizing root zone compaction by installing temporary protective 	
fencing.

	 • Preserving existing grades by ensuring no grading occurs at the adjacent 
side yard driveway.

	 • Avoiding root zone disturbance by minimizing trenching within the critical 
root zone.

	 • Implementing a permeable driveway solution using Gravel Pave 2 mats 
placed on existing grade, topped with decorative, permeable gravel. This 
approach will prevent root zone compaction while providing water permeability 
and a stable surface for walking and driving. Although this is a residential 
application, the product is ADA-certified.

	 • Eliminating irrigation within the tree’s root zone

 	 • Contacting a qualified arborist to review any sub-grade root systems 
uncovered during construction

	 • Utilizing a foundation 'bridge' to avoid damage to any roots the arborist 
finds necessary for tree health.




	 • Carry out the duties of care for Heritage Oak Trees per Municipal Code 
for the Town Of Yountville section 177.128.100


The 31.5” Coast Live Oak on the southern neighbors side needs maintenance 
(see our Arborist report). We propose removing the building and deck that 
currently reside under the canopy.  The same considerations for tree protections 
mentioned above to be applied to this tree as well. 


As Landscape Architects we do the best to our ability to protect any tree that may 
be impacted by our work. 


Best Regards,

Christian Hedberg, PLA 

cb@christinabarrettla.com

707.312.0021 


mailto:cb@christinabarrettla.com
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